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SEEHN
About

The article initiates the a col-
laboration between Clinical 
Health Promotion and The 
South-eastern European 
Health Network.

The collaboration means 
that in each issue of Clinical 
Health Promotion, SEEHN 
presents news articles on top-
ics relevant for the readers of 
the Journal and the members 
of SEEHN:

For more information about 
SEEHN, visit the website: 
www.moh.gov.mk

The South-eastern European Health 
Network (SEEHN) is a governmental 
sub-regional cooperation established in 
2001. SEEHN consists of ten countries: 
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bul-
garia, Croatia, Israel, Macedonia, Mol-
dova, Montenegro, Romania, and Serbia. 
SEEHN uses health as a tool to contrib-
ute to the stability and non-conflict of 
South-eastern Europe and to work to-
wards peace and reconciliation, as well 
as economic development and European 
integration of its member states. Due to 
the variety in member states in terms 
of economic and social development, 
SEEHN has defined itself as a forum for 
exchange, a capacity building initiative, 

a learning process, and a health diplo-
macy tool. This definition encompasses 
the need for developing sub-regional and 
national institutions, policies, and pro-
grams in strengthening health systems 
and public health based on evidence. 
WHO, Regional Office for Europe is one 
of SEEHN’s founders and has supported 
the SEEHN from its establishment.

Over the course of twelve years, the re-
sults of the SEEHN cooperation process 
has yielded important lessons. These are 
about ways of building capacity, the ef-
fectiveness of capacity building efforts, 
and approaches for institutionalising 
the capacity to cooperate at sub-regional 

South-eastern Europe Health Network: 
Partnership for health and sustainable 
growth in South-eastern Europe
The relationship between Clinical Health Promotion and The South-eastern European 
Health Network now manifests in an official collaboration. This is the first in an ongoing se-
ries of articles intersecting the specific interests of Clinical Health Promotion and The South-
eastern European Health Network

SEEHN Member States and Partners at the SEEHN III Ministerial Forum in Banja Luka, 2011. 
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Seat of the Secretariat also functions also as a documen-
tation centre of the SEEHN work and a facilitator to the 
ever increasing communication of and with the SEEHN. 

Today, SEEHN is an acknowledged partner of the major 
actors on the European health scene, as are the WHO, 
Regional Office for Europe, Council of Europe, Council 
of Europe Development Bank, Regional Cooperation 
Council, International Organisation for Migration, Eu-
ropean Health Forum Gastein, The International Net-
work of Health Promoting Hospitals and Health Ser-
vices (HPH), Nordic Dimension Partnership in Public 
Health and Social Well-being, EUROHEALTHNET and 
many others.

level in strengthening health systems and public health 
aimed at:

• bottom-up effect of influencing European policies 
through active participation in the process of their 
development, 

• top-down effect of influencing national policies by 
taking resolute action in implementing those Euro-
pean policies , and

• horizontal effect of sharing knowledge and  exchange 
information among the SEEHN member states and 
thus providing opportunities for bridging gaps in 
health and development.

Throughout more than a dec-
ade of operation, the SEEHN 
has gradually increased both 
it’s technical and geographic 
area of work and has changed 
the process of sub-regional 
cooperation. This way SEEHN  
allows for greater quantities, 
better quality and sustain-
ability of its work and results. 
This constant adaptation de-
mands a constant upscaling of 
learning and capacity building 
across the SEEHN. Most re-
cently, the SEEHN member 
states have pledged imple-
mentation of H2020 and the 
European Action Plan at the 
WHO RC 62 in Malta. The 
implementation follows the 
SEEHN strategic goals 2011-
2014, stated in the Banja Luka 
Pledge, to reduce inequalities 
in health. In addition, the SEEHN today influences de-
velopment of the regional policy SEE2020 in the area 
of health. Developing further national and sub-regional 
capacity for health policy and systems development and 
research thus remains critical, so that the SEEHN can 
continue to play a multifaceted role in health develop-
ments and overall sustainable growth in the South-east-
ern Europe.

The ten SEEHN member states have signed the first le-
gally binding Host Agreement on the arrangements of 
the Seat of the Secretariat with the Host Country (MKD) 
in 2010. The Seat of the SEEHN Secretariat has been es-
tablished and has operated as an international organi-
sation since March, 2013, taking a central role in inte-
grating political and technical work of the SEEHN and 
support to the SEEHN activities and their visibility. The 

The International HPH Network committing to the partnership with the SEEHN: Dr. Hanne Tønnesen, CEO at the 
HPH Secretariat signs the SEEHN Banja Luka Pledge at the III SEEHN Ministerial Forum in Banja Luka, 2011.
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